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No less than a dozen products now make up the Auralic catalogue. Devices 
intended for dematerialized audio playback through different versions of 
streamers, DACs, and clocks. Compared to the Aries G1 that we took over last year, 
the Altair G1 which is the subject of this test is equipped with a preamplification 
stage and without digital output. It simplifies the system around exclusively digital 
sources without making concessions on the overall quality. 

 

A serious piece of construction  
The Altair G1 is the gateway to the Auralic universe. It sports a design now common to 
all of the manufacturer's products. The chassis is made of aluminium and incorporates 
well compartmentalized components inside. The entire preamplification stage takes 
place on a separate electronic card protected by a metal panel. The power supply uses a 
good size toroidal transformer. Everything is perfectly assembled, giving a feeling of 
robustness and seriousness for a product that seems ready to work for decades. The 
power management is particularly neat thanks to the ActiveUSB technology with re-
clocking to reduce the jitter. It takes its source via a Pure-Power linear power supply 
module. 

The front is equipped with a large colour screen. It indicates what you are listening to, 
but it also allows you to configure the Altair G1 via multiple menus. This screen is not 
touch, contrary to what one might think. All navigation is carried out via the 
potentiometer, the only control present on the front. We turn it to move from one 
function to another and we press to validate. At the bottom of each menu, a command 
takes you back to the previous level. 

https://www.on-mag.fr/index.php/topaudio/tests-auditions/19340-test-streamer-auralic-aries-g1-une-base-de-lecture-audiophile-au-coeur-des-plus-grands-systemes-hifi


ON-topaudio.fr Auralic Altair G1 June 2020
  

 

Compared to the Aries G1, the Altair G1 gains a 6.35 mm headphone output on the 
front. On the back, there are four digital inputs (optical, coaxial, AES and USB-B), a USB-A 
port for connecting an external hard drive or a key, and the Ethernet network. Two 
connectors are provided for screwing the antennas dedicated to Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth. The preamplified outputs are available in RCA unbalanced and XLR 
balanced. These outputs can be configured in fixed mode to connect the Altair G1 to 
another preamplifier or to an integrated. The converter accepts files up to 384 kHz / 32 
bit and in DSD512. MQA is also supported. The Altair is managed by the Tesla G2 
platform, equipped with a gigabit cache memory to reduce the noise of the network link 
and thus improve the musical rendering. 

Simple configuration 
The Altair G1 can be configured and controlled entirely via the potentiometer and the 
screen. Especially if you took the option with the built-in 2 TB hard drive or connected a 
disc or a USB key. The screen allows you to browse the collections of audio files and start 
playback. You can also select one of the digital inputs. Any infrared remote control can 
be paired with the Altair G1 by learning the keys you need. However, it is not possible to 
navigate the menus of music services. To do this, you must use the Auralic Lightning DS 
mobile app. 

With the application, the first step is to find the Altair G1 on the network and configure 
it. It's Childs play thanks to the multiple explanations and diagrams. Once on the main 
page, a side menu gives access to all functions: entries, favourites, playlists, music stored 
in the device or shared on the network and Internet radios. To date, Auralic is compatible 
with four services in CD and Hi-Res quality: Qobuz, Tidal, WiMP and HRA. We have 
entered the information for our Qobuz account. It was added in the side panel to give 
access to the latest news, selections and playlists as well as to our favourite music kept in 
memory. 

This application services all the settings of the device. They allow you to customize the 
device as you see fit. This relates to the presentation of the app, that of the screen on the 
front but also how to play the music.  
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You will find a three-band parametric equalizer, a resampler, as well as different filters 
(precise, dynamic, soft, balanced). 

In terms of other interesting features, the Altair G1 accepts any computer USB Optical 
drive on its suitable USB port. This turns it into a CD player but also into a Ripper. The 
files are automatically created in the storage space selected. Auralic applies the same 
technologies as those dedicated to playing audio files: what is extracted from CDs is 
cached and compared several times before being read/written. This transforms any basic 
USB drive connected to the Altair into a high-end CD player. Let's finish with the 
extended connectivity which includes Spotify Connect, AirPlay, DLNA, Bluetooth and 
Roon Ready. 

 

Sense of rhythm and precision delivers musicality 
Let's say it right away: Auralic devices encapsulate our idea of restoring digital and 
dematerialized sources. The Altair G1 never forgets anything en route. It will look for the 
smallest detail and serve it to us on a platter. The soundstage extends far beyond the 
confines of the speakers. It occupies the space behind the speakers but also in front. It 
also develops in height with a precise placement of voices and instruments in this large 
three-dimensional frame. 

Marcus Miller's bass is incredibly quick and precise in the sharpness of the 
notes. Nothing ever lingers with the Altair G1, it's a great strength. Everything is set to 
the millimetre, with a sense of tempo never faulted. This gives all the more importance 
to silences. On the slightly more complex titles, the orchestral masses benefit from an 
excellent readability with not only an ideal layering, but also a sensation of variable 
thicknesses depending on the instrument. 

 

The Altair G1 is comfortable with voices, it perfectly adapts to extract them from the rest 
of the music so that they take shape virtually in front of us. Petra Magoni on her Live at 
FIP is in front of us, with the double bass right by her side. The applause surrounds them 
and comes from the sides of our listening room. The Altair transports us directly to the 
studio. The mid-treble goes smoothly while the resonances of the double bass mix 
strength and roundness. 
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On more electro tracks, the Altair has no trouble separating, again, the different layers of 
sound to offer us high level listening. On the title Easy by Deluxe, the drums develop an 
impressive impact while the other instruments follow each other perfectly. The singer's 
voice and her choirs fill the entire width of the stage without blurring the message. No 
register comes forward: everyone is simply in its place. 

A master device at a truly competitive price 
The Altair G1 is a device with multiple functions whose price ultimately remains 
reasonable when you add up all that it can do. Getting to marry such a quality of sound 
reproduction with so many possibilities is rare. Streamer, preamplifier, server, CD ripper, 
that's already a lot. With UPnP, AirPlay, Roon, Tidal and Qobuz integrated, you should 
necessarily find the solution that suits you. The mobile application is great and in 
addition, it is translated into French & other languages. The build quality is exemplary, 
we would simply have liked a touch screen to further improve ergonomics. Finally, no 
musical style scares this streamer / preamplifier: without embellishing the bad 
recordings, it gets the best out of intimate compositions while delivering the most 
complex titles with poise. 

Retail price at the time of publishing: AUD$3,995 
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